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them a camel each, though one would have more than
sufficed for the three; and in return they wrote him
verses in praise of himself and his kindred. Overjoyed
;xat the honour, Hatim insisted on the poets each
Jteoepting a hundred camels ; and they departed with
their gii'Lrj. When the grandfather came to the
pasturing and asked where the camels were gone,
Hatim answered, " I have exchanged them for a crown
of 1.10110111% which will shine for all time on the brow
of thy race. The lines in which great poets have
celebrated our house will pass from month to mouth,
and will carry our glory over all Arabia." *

This story well illustrates the Arab's passionate
love of poetry- He conceived his language to be the
finest in the world, and he prized eloquence and
poetry as the goodliest gifts of the gods. There were
three great events in Arab life, when the clan was
called together and great feastings and rejoicings
ensued. One was the birth of a son to a chief;
another the foaling of a generous mare; the third was
the discovery that a great poet had risen up among
them. The advent of the poet meant the immortality
of the deeds of the clansmen and the everlasting
contumely of their foes; it meant the uplifting of the
glory of the tribe over all the clans of Arabia, and
the winning of triumphs by bitterer weapons than

* !Por these and other stories about Hatim, see Caussin de
Perceval's " Essai sur 1'Histoire cles Arabes," ii. 607-628: a
treasury of Arab life, abounding in those anecdotes which reveal
more of the character of the people than whole volumes of
ethnological treatise.